Effect of nonbiliary problems on laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy may be performed safely in most patients with symptomatic cholelithiasis. There are few absolute contraindications to laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Many relative contraindications exist, which relate to the surgeon's experience and the ability of the operating team to manage potential complications. Preoperative evaluation should assess the potential nonbiliary problems that affect the performance of laparoscopic cholecystectomy, including severe cardiopulmonary disease, coagulopathy, cirrhosis, and pregnancy. Since most therapeutic laparoscopic procedures are currently performed with a carbon dioxide (CO2) pneumoperitoneum, the physiologic effects of the elevated abdominal pressure and absorbed CO2 must be understood by the surgeon. Specific nonbiliary problems addressed in this review are cardiopulmonary disease, hypercortisolism, cirrhosis and portal hypertension, morbid obesity, previous abdominal surgery, and pregnancy.